
Welcome to the UIC Volunteer Training site.  This presentation will give a short 
overview to the Utah Immigration Collaborative training page for volunteers who will 
be taking pro bono immigration cases. 
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The UIC is a collaborative group of non profit immigration service providers who have 
banded together to solve several problems: 
1) Help resolve confusion about where to refer individuals who have an immigration 

issues and cannot afford a private immigration attorney.  We are doing this by 
providing a central referral line to help individuals connect with the non profit 
that most aligns with the client’s need and resources.

2) Help asylum seekers and others who find themselves in removal proceedings but 
cannot afford a private attorney connect to a pro bono attorney.
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Immigration law is a unique field, one that can feel a bit foreign to 
practitioners who have no previous experience in immigration law.  The UIC 
website will host immigration law training materials and this presentation 
will provide an overview of the materials and a short 101 on how to access 
and research immigration law. 
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Instead of offering a 1-2 day training once a year, the UIC has elected to provide self 
study resources that are accessible on demand.  We are sincerely grateful that busy 
attorneys are willing to take on a case pro bono and we understand that it may be 
difficult to dedicate several hours, especially several hours on back to back days, to 
CLE training.  We believe that this website will help volunteers access immigration law 
training in smaller chunks of time and also help volunteers re-visit training sessions as 
needed in order to review concepts while they prepare a specific case.  
We have also decided not to re-invent the wheel.  The UIC website offers a topical 
curriculum guide, some of the links provided will lead volunteers to content created 
by the UIC.  But some links will take volunteers to websites provided by asylum 
training projects or coalition partners located outside of Utah.  Ideally, a volunteer 
would access materials for each topic, but there is no need to complete the entire 
session prior to agreeing to take on a case. 
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The content provided by other coalition features several experts in the fields of 
asylum law, removal defense and representation of immigrant children.  They include 
recorded presentations, articles and guidebooks for pro bono attorneys. Our website 
is freely accessible and has no locked content.  We have made an effort to be sure 
that our links will take volunteers to non-profit websites that are also freely 
accessible. Volunteers may notice that these projects suggest a donation.  Please feel 
free to donate to the creator of the content if you found it useful- but do not register 
to ‘take a case’ with one of these out of state projects.  Those volunteer links will lead 
you to volunteer to take a case in another state.  So please remember to come back 
to the UIC website as the guide to Utah pro bono immigration cases.   
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The rationale for creating a thorough outline with links to comprehensive content is 
to help volunteers learn at their own pace.  The content can feel confusing at first and 
the recordings will help volunteers re-visit legal content later during later stages of 
the case. 
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There are many other websites and membership organizations designed to offer 
technical training and support to immigration attorneys, especially those attorneys 
who are taking pro bono defense or asylum cases.  A few sites, like the Center for 
Gender and Refugee Studies are free but require registration to ensure that content 
and technical assistance is not available to government attorneys.  Several other 
organizations lock up content and make training and resources available to fee paying 
members.  The UIC attorneys all have memberships to organizations like AILA, ILRC 
and CLINIC and will be able to help volunteers access additional materials as needed.    
So please be sure to ask your mentor for access to additional resources if needed.
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